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i. Seeret negotiations are said to be taking place between the SYP 
and the ASAR (the autonomous movement in the Trentine) concerning 
possible collaboration between the South Pirol and the Trentino. 


a2. ft is reported that proposals by the ASAR for joint autonomy be- 
twee the South Tirol and the Trentino were unanimously rejected 
a% the meeting of the SYP leaders in Bolzane on 4 October. Fol 
iowing this meeting inc ASAK vepresencatives ore said to have bean 
eeceived rather coolly vhen, on several occasions, they visited 
Wclzane and sought to persuede ° i? Resders to eonsider a joint 
wutonomy solution, Thev were told in mo uncertain terus that while 
the South Tireleens had the greatest symvathy for the Trentiners 
and their aspirations for autonomy they would not consider any step 
which might ctrejudice the chances cf obtaining stparate autonomy 
for the Bouts Tirel. 


Se. 6% the ¢ > tine the less nationalistic of the SYP leaders have 
epe oly Telu all along that some form of collaboration with the 
be im the intarest of the South T4rel. They are ree 


ia} that the existence of an autonomous territory between 
Sonth Tivol and Italy proper would be an advantage te 
ksi g y 


(5) that the friendship and support of the peeple of the 
Trentina would be invaluable te them, especially in 
aijshecking Ltallan emigration to the South Tire] and 
boreplacing @ Large percentage of local Italian offi~ 
Glais with Seuth Piroleans. %n beth of these points 
the Trentiners Yeel as strongly as tne South Tiroleans$ 


close ecllaboraticon between the two provinces 
esivable from certain economle viewpoints, such 


fe} that 
as tne expholtation of Local water power, ete: 


fA; that the ennity of the peotle ef the Trentino, on 


cac Other hana, would cogéiderably weaken thelr positions 
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and such enmity coule be exzeeted if, as the 
resuit of the stubbornand nerative attitude of 
the South Tiroloans, tho Trentino failed to 
aeguire autonony. 


in viev of ti:¢se consider: tions the SVP finally agreed with the 
ASAK representatives to consider the possibility of some form 
of collaboration beticen the tvo provinees. To this end @ Com= 
mittee has ous set up, comprising tro {¥P represuntetives, two 
AGAR represen etives, and one Ladin representative. 


4. On 26 October 1946, the SVP members of this Cormit-ce handed 
- over to toe /ShR representatives the "Draft Su: nlorentary ro“ 
isions" to be incor orated in the autonorm statute of the tyo 
provinces. These ee are now being considerec by the 
fSAR leaders. They have also been handed by the SVP to the 
Italian Christian Jenoeratic Party in Trentino. 


The VP Leaders who initiated these negotiations include Drs. 
naffeiner and Mbner, the oVP Chairren “rich: Amonn, end to a 
WEST ToS extent Dr. Tinzl. 
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‘enrant: It should be stressed that all these neorle 
are &€S convineet as their more nationalistic collaagues of the 
necessity trat South Tirol should be granted its own separate 
SREOHONY 5 so that tao ethnical frontier at the falurn pore 

all be firrly established, and tncre si.2i1 be no question of 
te south Tiroleens pocoring a ‘ilnority witi °n the autonomous - 
territory. For this reason they rould never consider a joint 
autonomy of che tvo provi: ces along the lines oro osed by the 
Ltalians. On the other band, in view of the considerations men- 
tioned in pursagresh 3 above, ther do oe exclude the possibility 
oi sone éervangenent with the veopl. the Trentino, vhich will 
enable the lutter to obtain Seis en ae and si-ulteneously 
provide for the closest collaboration betreen the two autonorous 
provinces in ali mattors affeeting then eauelly,) 


6. ‘chess negotiations betrcen th: OVP and ASAR are causing consids 
erable apprekension arong wice sections of the nationalistic 
.outh “irolean pcasant povule ee wno fear ther ere being be~ 
creyed by business ven rore interested in thoir ovm personal 
economic -rosperity then in the oe taee of the fouth Tiroleans 
fs avhole. itarticularly alern¢ are Church elreles in “ressenone, 
headed by «rey bishop Geissler. inother oprone:t of the nerotia~ 
tions is the: nen res ected Canon Gemper of Holgano. In his 
editorials in the couth Tirolven nevsn ADOT y Delorniten, Gamper 
has repestedly stressed thet the South “iroleans must insist on 
their orn sepereta autonomy and have noting to do with the 
“rentiners. T"ecently “rich uw ron vrote to lannsr suggasting 
that these editorials vere tactless and unwise, Grrner took 
oitense at this, unc has siven up attanding reetinrs of the EVP 
‘éetion Committee" «a fact vliech tas siven rise to runors that 
he tes pesigned from the (VP. 


Ye «enone the onpon:nts of the nesotistions ti .re is «¢ ride belief 
that Dr, herleiner is rainivy resronsible for thay and @ moves 
nent is afoot to turn him out at the fortieoring elections for 
leading officials of the SYP, 
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In the Office for fonth Tirol in Innsbruck ‘here is @ sinilar 
feeling of alarm that the fYP leaders are foing dangerously 
for in their negotiations vith the “pontiners. Especially 
avypretensive are netionalistic die-herds like Professor Peut 
Nieolussi end Dr. ness, 
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9. lesnwhile Dr. Innocenti, formerly Itelian Frefeect of Bolzano 
and nowt entrusted by the Italien Governnent vith earrving on 
various autonomy negotiations vith South Sirol, Val d‘aost:., 
ete., continues to maintain tat the Faris agreement of 5 
September doos not assure the South Tiroleans their own sepa= 
rate autonomy. In recent talks with “rieh Amonn, Ts. “effeiner 
and Volrser, Innocenti has persisted in his original icea of 
a joint autonomy betreen Louth Tirol and Trentino. 


10, Apart from the negotiations with the “rentiners, the SVP has 
also contacted the leaders of the Yal d*Aosta. Dre “bner 
visited the Fronch minority, and was given an enthusiastic re= 
coption, He roturned to Bolsano with plans for the closest 
collaboration betwzen the tro minorities in tho defense of thair 
rights against the Italian Governnent. 


LL. The sVP kas wise been approaehed by the Sicilians who are 
anxious to form a united front of the autonomous movencnts in 
italy. 
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